
PRESS RELEASE 
December, 1st, 2010 

Publication of International Childbirth Experts’ Petition 
 In support of Dr. Agnes Gereb 

Professor of Midwifery Lesley Page, of Kings College London presented the International 
Childbirth Experts’ Petition in support of the release of Dr. Agnes Gereb and calling for the 
early introduction of homebirth regulations to the assembled media today in Budapest, 
Hungary. The signed petition supported by 30 internationally recognised childbirth experts 
will be presented to the following five Hungarian politicians: 

Prime Minister of Hungary, Viktor Orbán 
Minister of Foreign Affairs, János Martonyi 
Minister of National Resources, Miklos Rethelyi 
Minister of Public Administration and Justice, Dr. Tibor Navracsics  
State Secretary of Health, Dr. Miklos Szócska 

Additionally, it will be presented to the 
Parliamentary Committee on Human Rights. 

 
The text of the petition and the list of signatories to the petition are available below. For 
further information, please contact: 
 
Donal Kerry 
International Spokesperson 
Freebirth Support Group 
Budapest, Hungary 
mobile:   0036309242190               
email: free@birth.hu 
 

*** 

 We, the undersigned, object: 

 - to the failure of successive Hungarian governments to regulate out-of-hospital birth in Hungary for 
the last 22 years, and thus failing to provide a legal framework to support and ensure Hungarian 
women's constitutional right to choose the place and manner of their birth, 

- to the arrest of Dr. Ágnes Geréb, 

- to the criminalization of out-of-hospital midwifery services in Hungary due to a lack of government 
regulation, 

- to the treatment of Dr. Geréb in prison. 

We respectfully demand: 

- that the Hungarian authorities release Dr. Geréb immediately, 

- that the Hungarian authorities suspend all current criminal cases against midwives until out-of-
hospital birth regulations come into effect,  



- that the Hungarian authorities involve international and/or Hungarian experts with experience in the 
field of out-of-hospital birth to participate in the drafting of the regulations concerning planned, out-of-
hospital birth in Hungary.  

We maintain that incorporating the option of planned out-of-hospital birth into the range of options 
offered by the Hungarian health care system will also improve the quality of hospital births in Hungary, 
for the greater safety and satisfaction of mothers and babies. 

Dr. Geréb’s arrest and its implications for the institution of out-of-hospital birth in Hungary directly 
affect the right of Hungarian women to choose their place of birth. Hungarian women now need the 
government's assistance to be able to take advantage of this right accorded to them under Hungarian 
and European law. We urge the Hungarian government to act swiftly in addressing this human rights 
issue for the women of Hungary. 

We feel strongly that the conditions of imprisonment for Dr. Ágnes Geréb are both excessive and 
unnecessary.  We wish to express our grave concern over these conditions and the treatment of Dr. 
Geréb in prison, including the denial of mandated exercise time; denial of access to the jail's library; 
denial of her medications; and denial of the visitation rights of Parliamentary representatives. We urge 
the Hungarian government to act swiftly to bring an end to this unlawful and undignified treatment, in 
the full knowledge that the international community is watching Hungary’s handling of Dr. Ágnes 
Geréb's case.  

Yours sincerely, 

 

Prof. Lesley Page, Beverley Lawrence Beech, Debora Pascal Bonaro, Lillian Bondo, 
Dr.Sarah J Buckley, Prof. Simone Buitendijk, Demetria Clarke, Elizabeth Davis,  

Prof. John Davis, Kitty Ernst, Caroline Flint, Robbie Davis Floyd, Ina May Gaskin, 
Henci Goer, Prof. Mavis Kirkham, Sheila Kitzinger, Marshall Klaus, Phyllis Klaus,  
Dr. Michel Odent, Louise Richardson, Carolyn Roth, Prof. Barbara Katz Rothman,  

Prof. Jane Sandall, Dr. Wendy Savage, Penny Simpkin, Jan Tritten,  
Saraswathi Vedam, Dr. Marsden Wagner, Prof. Cathy Warwick, Dr. Luke Zander 

 

*** 
 
Prof. Lesley Page,  
RM RN FRCM. (Hon) PhD, MSc, BA. 
Midwife, teacher and lecturer. Currently visiting Professor Kings College London. 2009 
Visiting Professor University of Sydney Australia. Advisor to the King’s Fund Investigation 
into the safety of the maternity services in England, January 2007. Advisor to the House of 
Commons Health Select Committee review of the maternity services 2002-2003. Has acted as 
expert witness in the field of Midwifery for over twenty years in the UK, in Canada and in 
Ireland. Has 124 publications including peer review articles, research reports, government 
reports chapters and three books. 

Beverley Lawrence Beech,  
Chair of AIMS - the Association for Improvements in the Maternity Services, U.K. 



Debora Pascal Bonaro,  
Co-chair of International MotherBaby Childbirth Initiative. Doula. Director of film Orgasmic 
Birth. 

Lillian Bondo,  
RM, MPA. Has been the President of the Danish Association of Midwives since 2001. After 
qualifying as a midwife in 1984, Lillian worked as a Midwifery Centre midwife, attending 
pregnant women and their families in antenatal clinic and birth preparation as well as 
attending births. 

Sarah J Buckley,  
Australian MD/GP has been writing and lecturing on pregnancy, birth and parenting since 
1997. Author of Gentle Birth and Gentle Mothering. Founding member of Melbourne-based 
International College of Spiritual Midwifery. MB CHB Dip Obst. 
 
Simone Buitendijk,  
MD, MPH, PhD. Professor of Midwifery Study’s Academic Medical Centre Amsterdam, The 
Netherlands. Lead researcher Professor Simone Buitendijk, Head of the Child Health 
Programme at the Netherlands Organisation for Applied Scientific Research, (TNO) in 
Leiden, Holland 

Demetria Clarke,  
Director Birth Arts International, Vermont, USA.  Author, whose latest book Herbal 
Remedies for Children is to be published 5th January 2011. She is the Founder and Director of 
Heart of Herbs Herbal school, and she conducts a doula training program. She is also an 
international birth educator. Demetria lectures extensively on herbal care for sexuality, 
pregnancy and woman's health. 

Elizabeth Davis,  
CPM and a renowned expert on women’s issues. She has been a midwife, women’s health 
care specialist, educator and consultant since 1977. She is internationally active in women’s 
rights and lectures widely on midwifery, sexuality and women’s spirituality. She served as 
regional representative to the Midwives Alliance of North America for five years and as 
president of the Midwifery Education Accreditation Council (MEAC). She is co-founder of 
the National Midwifery Institute, Inc. She is the author of the classic Heart and Hands: A 
Midwife’s Guide to Pregnancy and Birth, in addition to several other books. 

Prof. John Davis,  
MD (Cantab) FRCP FRCPCH. Retired foundation Professor of Paediatrics in the University 
of Cambridge U.K. Ex-Vice President of the Royal College of Physicians.U.K.  Honorary 
Fellow of the Royal College of Paediatrics and Child Health. One of the original British 
neonatologists and the first Nuffield Fellow in Neonatal Physiology in the University of 
Oxford. Honorary Fellow of the Hungarian Academy of Paediatrics." 

Kitty Ernst,  
Eunice K. M. Ernst, CNM, MPH, DSc (hon). Holds the Mary Breckinridge Chair of 
Midwifery at the Frontier School of Midwifery & Family Nursing USA. Director of the 
AABC Consulting Group.  Two-time past president of the American College of Nurse-
Midwives (ACNM) Founding director of the American Association of Birth Centers (AABC). 



Caroline Flint,  
Midwife. Director of the first Birth Centre in the UK. Former President of the Royal College 
of Midwives. Honorary Professor Thames Valley University. Former Government Advisor to 
the Select Committee on Maternity Services. Author of five books on midwifery and 350 
published articles on midwifery. 

Robbie Davis Floyd,  
PhD, Senior Research Fellow, Dept. of Anthropology, University of Texas Austin, USA. 
Fellow of the Society for Applied Anthropology. Author of over 80 articles and of Birth as an 
American Rite of Passage (1992, 2004); Editor for the International MotherBaby Childbirth 
Initiative and member of the Board of the International MotherBaby Childbirth Organization 
(IMBCO). 

Ina May Gaskin,  
MA, CPM, Ph.D. (Hon). Founder and director of the Farm Midwifery Center Tennessee, 
USA. Ms. Gaskin herself has attended more than 1200 births. She is author of Spiritual 
Midwifery and Ina May’s Guide to Childbirth. For twenty-two years she published Birth 
Gazette. Ex- President of Midwives’ Alliance of North America from 1996 to 2002.. In 2003 
she was chosen as Visiting Fellow of Morse College, Yale University. 

Henci Goer,  
USA Author of The Thinking Woman's Guide to a Better Birth and Obstetric Myths Versus 
Research Realities,. Internationally acknowledged expert on evidence-based maternity care. 
Currently a resident expert for the Lamaze Institute for Normal Birth Forum, Washington 
D.C. 

Mavis Kirkham,  
Emeritus Professor of Midwifery at Sheffield Hallam University U.K. Holds honorary 
professorial positions at the University of Huddersfield and the University of Technology 
Sydney, Australia.. Has worked continuously in the U.K. as a midwife researcher and a 
clinical midwife for over thirty years. 

Sheila Kitzinger,  
Honorary professor at Thames Valley University U.K. Teaches the MA in midwifery in the 
Wolfson School of Health Sciences U.K. MBE . British natural childbirth activist and author 
on childbirth and pregnancy. Social anthropologist specialising in pregnancy, childbirth and 
the parenting of babies and young children. She campaigns for women to have the 
information they need to make choices about childbirth.. 

Marshall Klaus,  
M.D. Paediatrician and Neonatalogist. Author of Your Amazing Newborn. Adjunct Professor 
of Pediatrics, University of California, San Francisco, USA. 

Phyllis Klaus,  
Licensed psychotherapist and social worker. She is also a founder of the doula organisation 
DONA International. C.S.W., M.F.C.C.   MFT, LCSW 

Michel Odent,  
MD and author. Internationally famous French chilbirth specialist. Popularised water birth 



and subsequently founded the Primal Health Research Centre. In addition to over 50 scientific 
papers, Odent has published 11 books which have been printed in 21 languages. 

Louise Richardson,  
CEO of an anti-poverty NGO - the Older Women's Network, Ireland.  Has worked for many 
years on Equality and Human Rights issues, particularly for women. 

Carolyn Roth,  
Senior lecturer, Lead Midwife for Education Keele University, School of Nursing & 
Midwifery U.K.  She has published a number of professional articles and has co-edited two 
books Core Topics in Midwifery Practice: Number 2 and Number 3. 

Barbara Katz Rothman,  
Professor of Sociology, City University of New York. Visiting Professor International 
Midwifery Preparation Program, Ryerson University, Toronto; Charite Hospital, Health and 
Society Masters Program; Plymouth University, UK 

Prof. Jane Sandall,  
Professor of Social Science and Women's Health 
School of Medicine, King’s College, London, England. She was a member of the NHS 
London Review Group on Birth Care and is co-chair of the International Congress of 
Midwives Research Standing Committee. 

Wendy Savage,  
MBBCh(Cantab)FRCOG MSc(Public Health) Hon DSc  
Retired Senior Lecturer in Obstetrics and Gynaecology, London Hospital Medical College, 
Queen Mary, University of London. 35 years of experience in obstetrics and gynaecology.  
Member of the U.K. General Medical Council (which regulates doctors) for 16 years. 

Penny Simpkin,  
USA Author. Doula. Childbirth Educator. Birth Counselor. Physical therapist. Co-founder of 
the doula organisation DONA International, and member of the editorial staff of the journal, 
Birth. 

Jan Tritten,  
Founder and editor-in-chief of Midwifery Today magazine. Midwife. 

Saraswathi Vedam,  
Saraswathi Vedam, RM FACNM MSN Sci D(hc). Director of the Division of Midwifery at 
the University of British Columbia, Canada. Master of Science in Nursing and Nurse-
Midwifery from Yale University. Since then she has practiced in a variety of both private and 
public health care settings in New York, California, Indiana, and Connecticut.  She was also 
founding chair of the Coalition for Diversity at Yale University. 

Marsden Wagner,  
MD, perinatologist and perinatal epidemiologist from California, USA. An outspoken 
supporter of midwifery. Ex-director of Women’s and Children’s Health in the World Health 
Organization for 15 years. Author of Born in the USA, Creating Your Birth Plan, and 
Pursuing the Birth Machine. 



Cathy Warwick,  
Professor Cathy Warwick CBE is General Secretary of the Royal College of Midwives 
(RCM), one of the world's oldest and largest midwifery organisations, representing the 
majority of the UK’s midwives. Prior to joining the RCM she was Director of Midwifery and 
General Manager for Women & Children’s Services at King College Hospital in London. She 
has an MSc in Social Policy, an Advanced Diploma in Midwifery (ADM) and a Post 
Graduate Certificate in Education of Adults. 

Luke Zander, 
MD/General Practitioner in the U.K. Experience of providing domicilary care for over 300 
women requesting a home birth. Undertaken research and published widely on the issue of 
domicilary confinements. Advisor to the U.K. Parliamentary Health Committee (Winterton) 
report on the Maternity Service. 

 

 


