A black day for homebirth in Hungary - Agnes persecution continues On 10 February Agnes lost her appeal against her two-year prison sentence for alleged malpractice and has been banned from working as a midwife for the next 10 years.
 "This is a black day in the history of three Hungarian professions – obstetricians, prosecutors and judges," said Attila Racz, who described the case against Gereb as a witch-hunt. "Agnes Gereb is innocent. She is not a criminal but a hero."
[bookmark: _GoBack]Although the Hungarian government – under pressure from Hungary and abroad – agreed in 2011 to  allow home births under rigorous safety conditions,  the regulations are so strict that legal home births  are almost impossible. "The court applies a double standard by judging hospital births and home births differently," said a statement from the Justice for Agnes Gereb Movement and the Hungarian Civil Liberties Union. "With today's ruling, the court maintains the criminalisation of home births."

Agnes remains under  house arrest- her conditions harsher than many terrorist suspects receive in the UK. An appeal has been lodged with President Pal Schmitt for clemency.

Please support Agnes – wherever you live - by writing to your Hungarian Embassy, your MP, your MEP -  to appeal against the continued persecution of Agnes Gereb, and to back her appeal to the President of Hungary for full clemency.
 

